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What is SEA?

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA)
is a planning and decision-making process
that integrates environmental, economic,
social, and health considerations into
policy, plan, and development strategies. Its
purpose is to support balanced and
informed decision-making that promotes .
sustainable development. '
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HOWEVER, URBAN PLANNING EFFORTS HAS CONTINUED BEFORE SEA COMPLETION.

e The revision is considered inconsistent with the 2021 Cabinet Resolution.
* The adjustment efforts are prepared to accommodate heavy industrial development.

Policy Recommendations

Policy Inconsistency and Political Interference
Despite the 2021 Cabinet Resolution requiring SEA
completion, urban plan revisions have continued, , including
proposed industrial zoning changes.

No Urban Plan Revision Before SEA Completion :
Urban planning revisions and related development activities :
should be delayed until SEA findings are finalized, publicly &
reviewed, and formally endorsed by the Cabinet.

@ Inadequate Public Participation

Urban planning processes have largely been led by
government agencies, while not all stakeholder groups have
been meaningfully involved in decision-making.

Contradictory Development Directions

Industrial zoning is being promoted in environmentally .
sensitive areas, despite SEA recommendations emphasizing
sustainable agriculture, tourism, and clean energy.

Establish a Joint Working Group with Meaningful
Participation

The master plan steering committee should include
representatives involved throughout the SEA process, .
including ONEP, NESDC, SBPAC, PSU, and representatives :
from all 10 stakeholder groups. Broad public consultations 3
should be conducted across all sectors, occupations, and

age groups to ensure an integrated development plan.

Risk of Deepening Public Distrust

Proceeding with development plans before SEA completion
risks increasing distrust and social tensions within local
communities.

Universities and civil society organizations should play
an active role

in monitoring compliance with human rights principles,
participation standards, and procedural fairness.

Ensure compliance with the 2021 Cabinet
Resolution
Use SEA as the framework for future
development planning
Review whether development projects

4

comply with SEA recommendations
Continuously monitor rights
protection and fairness in decision-making
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Ignoring SEA = risks reigniting past conflicts

Adhering to SEA = opportunities for achieving
sustainability, transparency, and public trust
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